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Finding your way through  Finding your way through  
the Black Hills and the Black Hills and 
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JOIN  US  FOR FUN!

gillettemainstreet.us G

June 22  – July 27 • Downtown 

Thursday Nights, Weekly Concert 

Series 6 – 9 p.m. on the 3rd Street 

Plaza

July 22 • Downtown Yard Sale, 8 a.m. – 

Noon -  Downtown Gillette

Sept. 9 • Brews & Cruise, Noon – 6 p.m. 

– Downtown Gillette

Oct. 14 • Downtown Harvest Festival, 

time TBD – Downtown Gillette

Oct. 31 • Trick-or-Treat Main Street,  

1 – 5 p.m. – Downtown Gillette

Nov. 24 & 25 • Winter Walk 

Nov. 24 • Plaid Friday

Nov. 25 • Shop Small Saturday

Dec. 2 • Parade of Lights, 5 p.m. – 

Gillette Ave.

314 S. Gillette Ave. • 307-686-0040
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FEED - AGRONOMY - PROPANE - REFINED FUELS & CONVENIENCE STORES 

Belle Fourche  Gillette  Hot Springs
Rapid City  Sturgis  Union Center

cbhcoop.com

Premium Fuels
Convenient c-stores
northeastern Wyoming
and western South Dakota

located throughout

Sat 7a-5p  Sun 9a-4p

1206 S Douglas Hwy
307.682.4468
Gillette Country Store

Mon-Fri 6a-6p

Liqour Store: 6a-10p

2063 S Garner Lake Rd
307.257.2068
Gillette Travel Plaza

Daily: 4:30a-10p

Beer Cave: 7a-2a

18765 US-85
605.723.9000
Belle Fourche Travel Center

Open 24/7

Sun 7a-8p

2030 Lazelle St
605.347.3305
Sturgis C-store

Mon-Sat 6a-9p

Sat 6a-9p  Sun 6a-8p

2311 5th Ave
605.892.2661
Belle Fourche South

Mon-Fri 5a-9p

 

 
   

  
60 State Hwy. 110

Devils Tower, WY 82714
Reservations: 1-800-562-5785 
www.devilstowerkoa.com  

Nightly Viewing of
“Close Encounters of the Third Kind”

Campstool Cafe & 
Sweet Shop

Full Service Restaurant
• Homemade Fudge
• Novelty Candies
• Hand Scooped Ice Cream 

• RV Sites • Cabins • Tent Camping • Laundry
• Tipi Camping • Showerhouses  • Propane 
• Pool • Playground • Mini Golf • Hay Ride 

• Gift Shop • Ice/Beer/Liquor
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If you would like to be a part of this publication  
in the future please call 307-682-9306, ext. 0.
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Gillette News 
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Huge Inventory – Daily Specials
2808 Dogwood Ave. • 307-685-2322 • Gillette

Back to the Rack  
Consignments

Mon. - Thurs. 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Fri. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. •  Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. • Sun. Closed 

370 Hwy. 50 • Gillette  •  Across from UPS
682-3152 / 682-5336

Crazy Woman Mercantile

A short drive out, but well worth it!

Herman’s Antiques
Antiques Of All Sorts • Furniture •  Clocks • Glassware  • Outdoor Lawn Art  

 Furniture Restorations • Brighton Jewelry • Wyoming Souvenirs • Purses  
  Home Decor • Jewelry • Needlework Supplies • Quilts • NYDJ Jeans 

 Candles (Woodwick) • Lodge Look Accessories • The Naked Bee

Regional Map
A Bighorn National Forest

F
Mount Rushmore
National Monument

E Black Hills National Forest

D Fort Laramie National Historic Site

C Independence Rock Historical Site

B Devils Tower National Monument

G Badlands National Park

Crazy Woman Mercantile
and Herman’s Antiques

Attraction Legend

Your best source for weather, news, 

and sports coverage in northeast 

Wyoming. Print and online.

Gillette News Record

www.gillettenewsrecord.com



4 | Wander Our Way

FIND SOMETHINGFIND SOMETHING UNEUNE         PECTEDPECTEDxx

T r a i l  E n d  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  S i t eT r a i l  E n d  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  S i t e F o r t  P h i l  K e a r n y  H i s t o r i c  S i t eF o r t  P h i l  K e a r n y  H i s t o r i c  S i t e
S h e r i d a n ,  W y o m i n gS h e r i d a n ,  W y o m i n g B a n n e r ,  W y o m i n gB a n n e r ,  W y o m i n gwww.T ra i l E nd . o rgw w w . T r a i l E n d . o r g www.For tPh i l Kearny . comw w w . F o r t P h i l K e a r n y . c o m

Wyoming 's  Premier  H is tor ic  House  Museum Larges t  Stockaded  For t  in  the  West

Quality Outerwear for 
Work or Play, Head to Toe

Carhartt – Columbia – Keen – KÜHL – Ariat 
Danner – Wolverine – FXD – Under Armour 

 5.11 Tactical and more top brands!

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-9 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Closed Sunday
Casper:

5050 E. Second St.
(307) 237-8011

Gillette: 
410 E. Lakeway Rd.

 (307) 682-505

Rock Springs: 
 2400 Cascade Dr.

(307) 362-2991

Dress like you live here!

109 North U.S. Hwy. 14-16
Gillette, WY • 307-686-2210

TOWER  WEST LODGE

LOUNGE 
Monday–Friday opens 4:30 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 5 p.m.

Happy Hour 5–7 p.m. Monday–Friday

HOTEL
• Corporate and extended stay rates 

guaranteed 
• 190 deluxe guest rooms
• Hi-Speed Wi-Fi, Fitness Center, 

Indoor Pool/Spa
• Mini fridge and microwave combos

RESTAURANT HOURS
Mon.– Thurs.  

6 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., 5–9 p.m.
Fri. 6 a.m.–1:30 p.m., 5–10 p.m.
Sat. 6 a.m. – 11 a.m., 5–9 p.m.

Sunday 6 a.m.–11 a.m.

Prime Rib Buffet every Tuesday & Friday nights 5–9 p.m.
Breakfast buffet 7 days a week 6–11 a.m. 

Lunch Buffet Monday–Friday 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,  
includes soup, salad and dessert bar

The Ucross Art Gallery, housed in a renovated barn on a historic 20,000-acre ranch southeast
of Sheridan, features art and exhibitions by alumni of Ucross’s renowned artist residency
program. This year marks the 40th Anniversary of the beloved program, which has provided
uninterrupted time and space to more than 2,600 writers, visual and interdisciplinary artists,
composers, and choreographers from around the world.

VISIT THE GALLERY
30 Big Red Lane, Clearmont, WY, 82835
Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Thanks in part to support by the Wyoming Arts Council, with
funding from the Wyoming State Legislature and the National

Endowment for the Arts, as well as Arete Design Group. 

Reach out to info@ucross.org to sponsor an exhibition.

FREE ENTRY

307.737.2291 | ucross.org
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I-90 E. - Exit 205, then 4 mi. west on Old U.S. Hwy. 14
I-90 W. - Exit 199, under overpass then 3 mi. E. on Old U.S. Hwy. 14

Archaeological Site of the 

Late-Prehistoric Plains Indians 

Open June 1 - Labor Day
8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Admission Charged

www.vorebuffalojump.org  •  (307) 266-9530

1501 W. 2nd St., 307-682-6733
Next to Don’s Supermarket

2 FREE 
Bags of Ice 

with every purchase

Mon. - Sat.  8:30 a.m. - 9 p.m. • Sun. 12-8 p.m.

WE HAVE IT ALL!

Campground

Green Tree’s
Crazy Woman

INTERNET • RV • TENT

• Restaurants   
• Museums 
• Hospital & Pharmacy   
• Supermarket 
• Bowling Alley & Lounge

(307) 682-3665
1001 West 2nd St. Gillette, WY 82716

  Nearby

EASY 

ACCESS
Exit 124 

Follow Signs

WE’LL TAKE

IT FROM 

HERE.  

GET ON BOARD AT

I F LYG I L L E T T E . C O M

 

CONNECTING NORTHEAST WYOMING, 

SOUTHEAST MONTANA & THE BLACK HILLS 

TO YOUR SWEET DREAMS.   
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I
n northeast Wyoming is a unique natural feature that 
has sparked the imagination of generations since be-
coming the nation’s first national monument — Devils 

Tower, also known as Bear Lodge.

It’s been 114 years since President Theodore Roosevelt 
declared Devils Tower a national monument.

At 867 feet tall, it rises 1,267 feet above the Belle Fourche 
River, and is even visible from Interstate 90. It was also 
made visible on countless screenings of the 1977 Steven 
Spielberg movie “Close Encounters of the Third Kind,” which 
memorably displayed the monument as an iconic set piece.

Besides being a national monument, it is a sacred site for 
several Native American tribes, including the Lakota, Chey-
enne and Kiowa.

Since 1921, 21.2 million people have visited Devils Tower, 
including 480,713 in 2022. The 100th anniversary was cele-
brated in 2021, and that year a record 550,712 visitors came 
through.

Devils Tower has averaged about 420,000 annual visitors 
since 2000. It offers a number of trails that shows visitors a 
range of scenic and monumental views.

The Tower Trail is the most heavily used trail at Devils 
Tower. The paved 1.8-mile loop takes visitors around Devils 
Tower. It can get crowded at times, but offers close-up 

views of the monument.

If you really want to avoid the crowds, it’s recommended 
that you hike this trail before 10 a.m. or after 3 p.m.

Early morning sun falls on the southeast face of Devils Tower, pictured here from the loop road at Devils Tower National Monument near the banks of 
the Belle Fourche River. Don’t take cash to pay entrance fees at Devils Tower. It’s now taking only cards or digital payments. / News Record Photos

Devils Tower admission

Entrance Fee, 1-7 Day Vehicle Pass: $25
Fee for a single, private, non-commercial vehicle and 
all its passengers.

Entrance Fee, 1-7 Day Motorcycle Pass: $20
Fee for a single motorcycle and operator/passenger.

Entrance Fee, 1-7 Day Individual Permit: $15
Admits one individual when entering on foot or bicycle. 
Individuals 15 years of age or younger are admitted 
free. This may also be used to calculate cost for orga-

nized non-profit groups.

Devils Tower
National Monument
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There are a few other trails where you can still experience 
the majesty of Devils Tower, but with more peace and quiet.

The Red Beds Trail starts at the same place as the Tow-
er Trail but has way less traffic. It’s a 2.8-mile loop and is 
unpaved. It climbs up and down and offers great views of 
Devils Tower.

The Joyner Ridge Trail, which is along the north side of the 
park, is a 1.5-mile loop that follows Joyner Ridge. It can be 
accessed at the trailhead, or by the Red Beds Trail using a 
0.6-mile connecting trail.

The South Side Trail is a 0.6-mile trail that takes visitors 
through a prairie dog town. And the Valley View Trail is 
another 0.6-mile trail where visitors can walk through the 
prairie dog while getting a view of the Belle Fourche River.

Every year, hundreds of visitors to Devils Tower take on the 
challenge of scaling the butte. There are many document-
ed climbing routes on all sides of the tower, with the most 
popular route being the Durrance Route, which was creat-
ed in 1938.

Each June, there is a voluntary climbing ban out of respect 
for the tribes which conduct ceremonies around the monu-
ment that month.

Pets are not allowed on any of the park trails or in park 
buildings. Service animals, however, are permitted.

There are accommodations at and near the monument.

The Belle Fourche River campground has 46 sites. There 
are no reservations required, and the sites are available on 
a first come, first served basis. Fires are permitted only in 
the designated fire rings, and only as long as there are no 
fire restrictions or dangerous fire weather.

The Devils Tower KOA, which is open from May 15 to Oct. 
15, is located right outside the entrance of Devils Tower. It 
has more than 100 RV sites, three areas for camping and 12 
cabins. Amenities include a restaurant, gift shop, outdoor 
pool, playground and mini golf.

Every night, “Close Encounters of the Third Kind” is shown 
on a large outdoor screen at the KOA at no charge to 
guests.

There also are nightly hayrides through the Campstool 
Ranch that take a little more than an hour. Long pants and 
bug spray are recommended. The hayrides require a mini-
mum number of riders, and won’t run in inclement weath-
er or poor road conditions.

The RV area features a community campfire at 7:30 p.m. 
every night, weather permitting.

Devils Tower pictured during the summer. 

Devils Tower pictured during its peak summer tourism season. 
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bar listingLocal Bar LISTING
Cattleguard 
Steakhouse & 
Saloon
117 US Hwy 16 E. 
 Buffalo, WY
 (307) 684-8636
See our ad on page 46

Deer Haven 
Liquor & Lounge
204 W. Converse St.,  
Moorcroft, WY
307-756-3975

5 O’Clock Bar 
& Grill Keyhole 
Marina
180 Marina Road  
Inside Keyhole State Park
307-756-9529
See our ad on the inside back.

Pokey’s BBQ & 
Smokehouse
408 S. Douglas Hwy. 
Gillette, WY 82716
307-687-7653 
www.pokeysbbq.com
See our ad on page 10.

The Office Saloon
1400 N. U.S. 14-16  
Gillette, WY 82716
307-687-7713

Tower West 
Lounge
109 U.S. Hwy.  14-16
Gillette, WY 82716 
307-686-2210
See our ad on page 4.

WWW.WYOMINGRVWHOLESALE.COM

1200 E. 2nd St. • Gillette WY

307-686-1435 • eastside@wyinet.com

Sales, Rentals, Parts, Service

Eastside RV’s Inc.

Your Road To Outoor 

Adventure!

Shop Online – You’ll Love  Our Out -The -Door Prices!

Sandpiper 5th Wheel Cedar Creek 5th Wheel

Tracer Travel TrailerXLR Nitro 5th Wheel 
 Toy Hauler

®
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AVA Community Art CenterAVA Community Art Center

5 0 9  W E S T  2 N D  S T .  G I L L E T T E ,  W Y  -  3 0 7 . 6 8 2 . 9 1 3 3
W W W . A V A C E N T E R . O R G

Activities for all ages!
CARDIO & CYCLING STUDIOS • GYMNASIUM • SWIMMING POOL 

WEIGHT ROOM • STRENGTH & AGILITY CENTER • SPECIAL EVENTS

The Johnson County Family YMCA is proud to be the recreation hub of 
our great community. Our full service facility is located at the base of the 
Bighorns with stunning views and amenities for everyone. We honor all Y 

memberships, so stop on in and check us out while you are in Buffalo!

DAY PASS PRICES
Youth (under 18): $6.00

Under 10 requires an adult 18+ be present

Adult (18-61): $10.00
Senior (62+): $8.00

Family: $18.00
8 Day Pass: $50.00

YEAR-ROUND HOURS
Weekdays: 5 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday

JOHNSON COUNTY 
FAMILY YMCA

101 Klondike Drive, Buffalo, WY
307-684-9558 • jcfymca.org

Exit 154 off I-90 & WY 16 • Moorcroft, WY • (307) 756-3493

OPEN
24 Hours a Day!

Hot Showers • Unique Gifts 
Clean Restrooms 

EZ In & EZ Out Access For Big Rigs
Gas, Diesel, & DEF Offered at Pumps

WELCOME              Y’ALL  the
Cup2

Welcome to the Coffee Cup Fuel Stop
 Whether you are traveling through for business, pleasure, or you just live down the 
road from one of our locations, Coffee Cup Fuel Stop has what you are looking for.  

You are our #1 priority and we will see to it that your experience is positive by greeting 
you with a smile, providing high quality fuel, having clean restrooms, tasty food  

and the coffee brewed just the way you like it.
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Need GEAR?
We have everything you’ll need to enjoy the outdoors.

Locations In: Gillette • 4706 S. Douglas Hwy. • (307) 686-0221
Casper • 1351 CY Ave. • (307) 265-6974  |  Riverton • 709 N. Federal • (307) 856-7687  
Sheridan • 440 Broadway • (307) 672-3418  |  Cody • 1526 Rumsey • (307) 527-6071

• Hunting • Fishing • Archery • Camping  
 Licenses • Apparel • More

408 S. Douglas Hwy. Gillette, WY
307-687-7653

Authentic Pit Smoked BBQ

Homemade sides  
and desserts. 

Original rubs and Sauces.

Dine in or Carry out

Try the  “Wild Thang” menu  
w/Exotic Meats
 pokeysbbq.com

Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m.-10 p.m.

Full Bar &  20 Beers on Tap.
Happy Hour 4 - 6 p.m.

Awarded Best BBQ  
restaurant in 

Wyoming, 2023  
and Best Ribs in  
Wyoming, 2017
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Exit 124, Then Right At The Stoplight 

Find out more about these exhibits and events on our website at  
www.rockpilemuseum.com or visit us on Facebook or Instagram. 

      Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 900 W. Second St. • Gillette, WY 

FEATURED EVENTS EXHIBITS FOR THIS SUMMER:

     307-682-5723

Experience History at the Rockpile Museum

Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for groups of 5 or more and seniors, $5 for students, and the following 
are FREE: Military and Veterans, SNAP and WIC beneficiaries, Children 5 and under, Museum Members.

NE Wyoming Archeology Fair 
Saturday, September 16, 2023

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Archeology Fair focused specifically on cultural and natural 
history of NE Wyoming 

World  
Atlatl Day 
Saturday,  
June 3, 2023

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Hands-on atlatl and 
dart shooting at 
Pronghorn targets

Pro Rodeo Museum Takeover
July 17 – July 22, 2023

Enjoy exhibits, programs, and special guests from the 
ProRodeo Hall Of Fame & Museum of the American Cowboy

Old Ironsides Steam & Shine Tractor Show
Saturday, July 22, 2023

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Historic tractor, steam engine, and equipment showcase

Rock Art in Wyoming
Hand-drawn and carved images created in Wyoming’s distant 

past are explored in a new exhibit from the Fort Caspar 

Museum. “Rock Art in Wyoming” will be on view from April 

23 to June 3, 2023. Archaeologists John and Mavis Greer will 

present information on rock art on May 23 at 6 p.m.

No Time For Tears:  

The Life & Art of Dixie Lynne Reece

Visit the Rockpile Museum this 

summer to learn the story of local 

ranch woman and regional artist Dixie 
Lynne Reece. From the 1950s to 1990s, 

Reece seamlessly combined her love 

of ranch work along with her joy of 

painting. This exhibit will explore her 
life, her creativity, her hardships, and 
her paintings. Curated by community 

member Julie Tachick, the exhibit will feature Dixie’s 
personal collection of paintings and sketches, many never 
before seen by the public.
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I f you’re a fan of history, Gillette has two museums that 
are right up your alley.

The Campbell County Rockpile Museum documents the 
history of the region, while the Frontier Auto Museum is a 
tribute to the first half of the 20th century in America.

Campbell County Rockpile Museum
Don’t let the name fool you. While the Campbell County 
Rockpile Museum is located next to a pile of rocks, the mu-
seum itself is much more than that.

The Rockpile Museum focuses on local and regional history 
with an emphasis on the culture and people of Campbell 
County.

So what is the Rockpile, the namesake of the museum?

It’s a Gillette landmark. Like its name suggests, it is a pile of 
rocks. The first four settlers in Gillette centered their claims 
on this site. The Rockpile also was not far from the railhead 
of the Burlington & Missouri Railroad which arrived in Gil-
lette in 1891.

Earnest “Buster” Lynde, an early resident of Gillette, com-
posed a poem in 1958 entitled “A Plea For The Old Rock 
Pile,” imploring the county not to move the familiar rocks 
from the land. Nearly 50 years later, the rock pile stands in 
its same spot for visitors and residents to enjoy.

The Rockpile Museum, which has been in operation for 49 
years, features permanent and changing exhibits, along 
with educational programs, performances and events to 
provide insight into the interesting past and present of the 
area.

From the county’s agricultural roots and homesteading 
history to the effects that the mining industry has had on 
the county, the Rockpile Museum has got it covered.

Right next to the Rockpile Museum’s main building is the 
annex, which features larger exhibits and structures in-
cluding a homestead shack, a ranch blacksmith shop and a 
print shop.

The museum also has two rural schoolhouses on its 
grounds as well as a caboose, boxcar, windmill, and horse-
drawn farm equipment.

The museum has a gift shop that sells a variety of locally 
themed items.

The Rockpile Museum, located at 900 West Second Street, 
is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday.

Step into Campbell County’s past and 
feel a blast of mid-century Americana

The Frontier Relics and Auto Museum in Gillette, Wyoming. / News Record Photos

The Campbell County Rockpile Museum located in Gillette, Wyoming.

Museums

Rockpile Museum Admission

Adults: $10  •  Seniors: $8  •  Students: $5
Groups of 5 or more: $8 per person
Free admission for children 5 and under, veterans 
and their spouses and active-duty military and fam-
ilies. It also is free this year for families who have 
SNAP or WIC EBT cards, thanks to a sponsorship by 
First Interstate Bank.
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Frontier Relics & Auto Museum
If you want vintage, it’s hard to do much better than the 
Frontier Relics and Auto Museum. From old gas pumps to a 
collection of antique cars, the museum is a monument to a 
simpler time.

The 13,000-square foot museum, which opened in 2016, 
features two separate vintage towns. Each room is de-
signed and decorated in the style of buildings from the 
1900s through the 1950s.

There’s an indoor “drive-in theater” that shows classic 
movies and commercials. A mining room has a model rail-
way, and there is a soda fountain/pharmacy that you can sit 
in and enjoy ice cream, pinball machines and classic music.

“A lot of older people, they used this stuff and grew up with 
it, so they’re very sentimental about it,” museum found-

er Jeff Wandler has said about the museum. “We like how 
things used to be made, the craftsmanship that went into it.”

Cars were handmade, and signs and gas pumps were 
brightly colored and decorated with elaborate logos. But 
at some point — Wandler said he thinks it was the 1970s — 
the world became utilitarian. Products became impersonal.

“I didn’t have to have a pretty logo to sell you gas anymore, 
I just had to have one word,” he said.

The Frontier Auto Museum is a throwback to that simpler 
time, with neon and porcelain signs, classic cars and a 
whole plethora of other memorabilia from the 20th century.

On July 22, the museum will host its eighth annual Show 
and Shine Car Show, which features classic cars and food 
vendors.

Connected to the museum is Frontier Relics, an antique 
and artisan store that doesn’t require admission. You can 
enjoy a hot or cold beverage from the coffee shop while 
you browse and listen to vinyl records, play vintage games, 
study, shop antiques or just kill time in the lounge area.

Summer Hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Sat-
urday, June through August. From September to May, it’s 
open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday.

Volunteer Lisa Marquiss during a craft day Thursday, Oct. 20, 2022, at the 
Rockpile Museum in Gillette.

The Frontier Relics and Auto Museum is packed with 
vintage automobiles and gas station memorabilia. 

Frontier Auto Museum Admission

Adults: $12  •  Seniors: $10
Service professionals: $10
Groups of 5 or more: $10 per person
Kids 12 and under get in for free. There is no admis-
sion for the antique store.
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wyoming’s incredible nostalgic americana display. 

family built and owned 13,000 ft2 display of beautifully preserved history. 

an adventure for the entire family. easily spend the day exploring, shopping, 
eating at our café and stay the night in one of our unique airbnb’s!

café, coffee shop, and relics store!         open monday - saturday

 WWW.FRONTIERAUTOMUSEUM.COM                205 ROSS AVE. GILLETTE, WY               
LEARN MORE AT

CARS - NEON - GAS PUMPS - PENDLETON - VINYL

A MUST-SEE WYOMING ATTRACTION



Summer 2023 | 15

Open 7 Days a Week • 307-686-8110
202 S. Gillette Ave.

Over 20 Flavors

In  Downtown Gillette!

Gourmet homemade ice cream,  
pies, flavored popcorn,  

specialty coffees and more

FREE

Guided tours of historic ranch 
buildings and grounds! 

 Museum Admission 
 courtesy of        

Immerse yourself in exceptional exhibits 
featuring AMERICAN INDIAN and

WESTERN ART. Explore the buildings 
and grounds of an HISTORIC RANCH. 
Experience fine craftsmanship in our

LEATHER WORKSHOP. 
Relax and enjoy the beauty of the

WILDLIFE and EXQUISITE SCENERY
along the NATURE TRAIL. Enjoy lunch 

with a view at the BISTRO.

307-672-3173 
239 Brinton Road • Big Horn, WY  

TheBrintonMuseum.org

Cedar Ridge RV Park
9 Industrial Drive, Pine Haven, WY
For reservations call 307-756-3443 or online: 
www.cedarridgerv.com  See our ad on page 55.

Deadwood Connections
717 W. Minnesota Street,  Rapid City, SD 57701
1-800-240-3735 • 1-605-716-1202
www.deadwoodconnections.com
See our ad on page 46.

Devils® Tower KOA®
60 HWY. 110,  Devils Tower, WY 82714
See our ad on page 1.

Green Tree’s Crazy Woman Campground 
1001 W. Second Street, Gillette, WY 82716
(307) 682-3665   See our ad on page 5.
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Historic downtown Gillette. / News Record Photos

It starts downtown
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S
imply put, downtown Gillette is the heart of the com-
munity.

For nearly as long as the town has been around, Gil-
lette Avenue has served as the hub of activity and econom-
ic development.

As the city has grown from a town of a few hundred people 
to the third largest city in Wyoming, Gillette Avenue has 
grown up along with it.

Just this year, downtown Gillette was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places as a historical downtown district. 
Gillette Avenue from First Street to Seventh Street received 
this designation.

If you’re looking for local gifts, good food or just more 
information on the region, come to downtown.

Start at the Visitors Center

The Campbell County Convention and Visitors Bureau is 
located at 314 South Gillette Avenue and has a wealth of 
information on things to do and places to see in Gillette, as 
well as the surrounding areas.

The Campbell County Historical Society has a printed 
guidebook, available at the visitors center, which takes 
readers through the history of downtown.

For a more immersive, technological experience, download 
the free TravelStorys app, a location-aware audio tour that 
will automatically begin playing when your phone is in front 
of any of the 10 stops along the tour. Download the app at 
travelstorys.com/tours/wy-tour-gillette.

The visitors center also organizes tours of the Eagle Butte 
Coal Mine and the Durham Bison Ranch, from May 30 
through early fall.

The coal mine tours are $10 per person and run May 30 
through September, at 9 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Monday 
through Friday. The visitors center provides transportation 
to the mine.

The tours of the bison ranch go from May 30 through early 
fall, 10 a.m. Mondays and Wednesdays and 3 p.m. Fridays. 
Visitors must provide their own transportation to the ranch.

It costs $55 for a family of four, $25 for individual adults 
and $10 for children 5 to 15. Kids 4 and under are free.

Shop Main Street

If you’re looking for gifts unique to Gillette and Wyoming, 
several stores have got you covered.

Magpie Designs sells boutique women’s clothing, unique 
gifts and one-of-a-kind wares from local artisans. Molly 
Jean Boutique sells cute, comfortable and trendy clothing. 

Vintage Twine sells home decor in a variety of styles, and 
Sole Mates has a selection of shoes and sandals for wom-
en, men and children.

Pat’s Hallmark is the largest and oldest Hallmark store in 
Wyoming. Visit Wyoming Art & Frame for featured paint-
ings from local artists. Right next door is EK Jewelers, a con-
cierge jeweler that specializes in custom jewelry.

Seconds on the Avenue is a thrift store that is part of the 
local nonprofit, Council of Community Services, so when 
you shop here, your proceeds are going to a good cause.

And Teacher’s Corner/Kid’s Mart sells high-quality toys, 
games and puzzles, as well as educational materials.

There also are plenty of options for food downtown. Fiesta 
Tequila will satisfy your cravings for Mexican food, while 
Railyard specializes in American food. The Urban Basket 
promotes access to local produce, such as raw milk, farm 
eggs and homemade baked goods, as well as handmade 
gifts by local artisans.

For sweets, there’s Breanna’s Bakery which sells home-
made breads and cookies to carefully crafted doughnuts, 
cakes and other pastries. Mary’s Mountain Cookies is a na-
tional chain of stores that sell giant freshly baked cookies.

If you want to cool down, Ice Cream Cafe has more than 
two dozen flavors of homemade ice cream. If you’re look-
ing for a cup of coffee, The Local’s got you covered.

One of Main Street’s icons, Big Lost Meadery, moved off 
of Gillette Avenue into a larger building on nearby Warren 
Avenue. Gillette’s own stop for locally made mead, craft 
beer and cocktails, it also hosts trivia on Tuesday nights 
and bingo Wednesdays.

In 2022, Gillette Main Street hosted more than 30 events 
that brought an estimated 30,000 people to the downtown 
area.

There are weekly concerts downtown on Thursday nights 
in June and July, in conjunction with weekly Tuesday con-
certs at Mount Pisgah Cemetery.

The Brews & Cruise, equal parts car show and brew fest, 
fills Main Street all day Sept. 9.

Everything starts here, from food and 
shopping on Main Street, to coal mine 
and buffalo ranch tours out of town

A mural on a wall at Third Street Plaza in historic downtown Gillette. 
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Something for 

Shop to Support: Housing, Emergency Assistance and Nutrition
203 S. Gillette Avenue • 307-682-3129

Name Brands • Everything from A-Z For Low Prices

Homemade

Ice Cream!
Open 7 Days a Week • 307-686-8110

202 S. Gillette Ave. • Downtown Gillette

211 W. 2nd St., Gillette • (307) 686-5667
Open: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

304 S. Gillette Ave.
307-660-9174

www.ekjewelers.com

DOWNTOWN GILLETTE

Shop One
of a Kind

314 S. Gillette Ave.
Gillette, WY

gillettemainstreet.us
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116 S. Gillette Ave., Gillette, WY 82716

 (307) 363-6343 G
Tues.-Fri. 9–5, Sat. 11–3, Closed  Sun. & Mon.

211 W. 2nd St., Gillette • (307) 686-5667

Open: Mon-Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

314 S. Gillette Ave.  •  Gillette, WY

visitgillettewright.com

AVA Community Art CenterAVA Community Art Center

5 0 9  W E S T  2 N D  S T .  G I L L E T T E ,  W Y  -  3 0 7 . 6 8 2 . 9 1 3 3  W W W . A V A C E N T E R . O R G
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DOWNTOWN GILLETTE
Summer 2023 | 19



20 | Wander Our Way

W
hether you like parks or are more of a recre-
ation-type person, Gillette and Campbell County 
have just what you’re looking for.

The Campbell County Recreation Center opened in the 
spring of 2010 and has had millions of visitors since then.

The publicly-funded facility covers 188,000 square feet and 
offers a wide range of activities.

If you want to cool down from the summer heat, it has a 
swimming pool with six lanes, a water park with a water 
slide and a lazy river, a hot tub and a sauna.

If you’re a climber, a 42-foot high climbing wall designed 
in the likeness of Devils Tower greets visitors as they walk 
through the front doors. The tower has a circumference of 
74 feet and dozens of routes that are reset every February.

There also are three basketball courts, a number of rac-
quetball courts and a field house that includes a 200 meter 
track, tennis courts and pickleball courts. It also hosts a 
number of tournaments each year, including indoor track, 
tennis and gymnastics.

The Rec Center also has areas for cardio and weightlifting.

A daily pass will cost you $6. It’s $3.50 for kids and $13 for a 
family.

The Energy Capital Sports Complex has four fast-pitch 
softball fields and three full-sized multi-purpose turf fields. 
It hosts multiple tournaments every year.

But there’s more. It has a 2.4-mile walking path that takes 
people around the complex, as well as a splash pad, which 
is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. seven days a week.

Enjoy the day outside in 
Gillette, wander its pathways 
or cool off at the Rec Center

A day

The rock wall at the Campbell County Recreation Center. A pool at the Campbell County Recreation Center.

News Record Photos
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Speaking of walking, Gillette has more than 80 miles of 
pathways, as well as a handful of parks. Some of the bigger 
parks include:

Bicentennial Park: This county park has soccer fields, 
baseball fields, tennis courts, playgrounds and a walking 
path. It also is the location of the community’s annual 
Fourth of July celebration, which brings in thousands of 
people each year.

Dalbey Memorial Park: The city’s most visited park, it’s 
home to the Fishing Lake and has a 1.1-mile path around 
the lake. It has several shelters, a disc golf course, two play-
grounds and a wooden walkway, as well as an underpass 
that takes you under the state highway and to a walking 
path that connects to the community college.

Cam-plex Park: During the holiday season, this county 
park is set up with more than a million lights for a display 
that is visible from the sky. It also has a disc golf course and 
a couple of playgrounds. Back in the 20th century it was 
home to an “experimental farm,” where researchers from 
the University of Wyoming studied agricultural sciences for 
northeast Wyoming.

Lasting Legacy Park: This county park has a soccer field 
and a playground, and it’s right next to Mount Pisgah Cem-
etery. It also is home to the local Veterans Memorial, which 
lists the names of local soldiers who lost their lives fighting 
in conflicts and wars.

McManamen Park: This city park has a 1.4-mile paved loop 
around Burlington Lake, with several signs recounting the 
history of the lake and the area. It also has the Children’s 
Memorial Walkway, an area of art and trees dedicated to 
the memory of local children who have died.

Energy Park: This park, which is located next to Cam-plex, 
was created in 1991 and has several pieces of equipment 
that showcases Campbell County’s history with the energy 
industry, including a haul truck, an oil rig and a train car.

of play

The indoor track at the Campbell County Recreation Center Field House.

The Fishing Lake at Dalbey Memorial Park in Gillette.
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Hey Kids!
This page is packed with fun stuff just for you!

802 E. 3rd St., Suite E • 307-257-7525

It’s udderly delicious!

25+ 
Flavors

Allergen friendly 

options

444 Skyline Drive • 682-8851 • 800-793-8851 • www.whitesfrontier.com

ARE WE 
THERE YET??

WHITE’S FRONTIER MOTORS 
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cchwyo.org

Healthcare where you need it

Campbell County Health
24/7 Emergency Services at  
Campbell County Memorial Hospital
501 S. Burma Ave.   •   Dial 911

Walk-in Clinic
Located adjacent to the Emergency 
department
Monday-Friday from 8 am-8 pm
Last patient taken at 7:30 pm
Weekends from 8 am-6 pm
Last patient taken at 5:30 pm

Save your place in line on our website. 
Choose a time for your visit and you’ll get 
a text message when it’s time to come to 
the Walk-in Clinic.

307-688-9255

Wright Clinic and Occupational 
Health
Serving southern Campbell County

Monday-Thursday from 8 am-5 pm
Friday from 8 am-12 pm

500 Latigo Dr. in Wright

307-464-0413

Family Clinic
Serving Hulett and the surrounding area

Red Bluff Medical Center
131 Red Devil Dr. in Hulett

307-688-2235

in northeast Wyoming

1 2

3

HULETT

1

2

3
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NATIONAL 9 INN

2 & 3 Bedroom SuiteS

KitchenetteS in all roomS

competitive WeeKly & monthly 

519 Latigo Dr.

Wright, WY

307-464-1510

Office: (307) 464-1510
Fax:(307) 464-1384

NATIONAL9@VCN.COM

Rooms Starting 
At $59.95

These 
Churches in 
our community 
warmly invite 
you and your 
family to 
worship with 
them. 

Join us for 

Worship
ABUNDANT LIFE UNITED  

PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

1612 E. Hwy. 14-16 • Gillette, WY  
  307-687-0074 

gilletteabundantlife.com

CALVARY COMMUNITY CHURCH

631 N. Commercial Dr.  • Gillette, WY • 307-682-9553 
 Sunday Worship 9 & 10:30 a.m., Wednesday 6:30 p.m.  

Youth Group, Kids Activities & Adult Bible Studies

FAMILY LIFE CHURCH

480 S. Highway 50 • Gillette, WY
307-687-1083

Sunday Service 9 a.m.  
Find us on Facebook.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

511 Carey Ave. • Gillette, WY  •  307-682-7264
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Listen to us at 95.7 FM The Rock
www.fpcgw.org

FIRST UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH

2000 West Lakeway Road  • Gillette, WY 
 307-686-7339

Sunday Worship 9:15-10:15 a.m.
Sunday School All Ages 10:30-11:30 a.m.

www.imaginefaith.com

PRINCE OF PEACE  

LUTHERAN CHURCH

203 W. Flying Circle • Gillette, WY 
 307-682-4509  

Worship Services Wednesday Night 6:30 p.m.,  and Sunday 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS

1001 E. Ninth St.  •  Gillette, WY 
 307-682-4886

Pastor Zach Viggers 
Services Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 a.m.

trinity-gillette.org or find us on Facebook

1414 W. Second St., Gillette, WY
(307) 299-8040

sherpaindiankitchen.com
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While roaming through the mountains, hills or just taking a drive across the prairies, you may see some of these 
wild creatures who call the untamed landscape of Wyoming and South Dakota home

Pronghorn antelope
Anyone driving through Gillette may 
see these deer-looking creatures at 
any given time. The Pronghorn, or 
“speed goat,” is a member of the 
antelope family with distinctive lighter 
and darker tones. Wyoming has about 
500,000 roaming the grasslands, 
according to Wyoming Game and Fish, 
the most of any other state. Some-
what gangly in appearance, the speed 
goats can run between 30-35 mph for 
sustained periods of time with bursts 
of speed up to 50-60 mph.

Black bear
Visits to the Black Hills and Big Horn 
Mountains come with the chance you 
could spot one of the black bears that 
roam freely. The smaller bears can 
swim well, climb trees, have excellent 
color vision and a keen sense of smell. 
Campers should always keep a clean 

camp and never sleep in clothes they 
cooked their food in. Bear spray is 
common at local outdoor stores and 
is recommended for anyone camping, 
hiking or fishing in bear country.

Mule deer
Deer can often be seen traveling 
around the open spaces of Wyoming. 
To tell the difference between a white-
tail or mule deer, mulie, just take a 
look at the ears or tails running across 
your line of vision. Mule deer have a 
white rump and tail with a black tip at 
the end. Whitetail have a brown rump 
and the telltale white on the underside 
of its tail. Mulies are also recognizable 
by their namesake ears, satellite ears 
that look just like a mule.

Trout
Anglers passing through the Cowboy 
State can expect a plethora of fish spe-
cies, but none so much as the trout. 

Abundant throughout the state, fam-
ilies will find rainbow, brown, brook, 
golden and cutthroat trout — the 
official state fish. Trout is found in Lake 
DeSmet, the Black Hills and mountain 
rivers. Anyone taking a trip to Keyhole 
for the day or afternoon can expect to 
see walleye, catfish, perch or pike.

Eagles
The majestically soaring species calls 
portions of the Powder River Basin 
home throughout the year. In the 
annual eagle count in January, the 
survey found 291 bald eagles, 141 
golden eagles and 24 eagles of unde-
termined species. Many migrate north 
in February, March and April, but if 
you’re lucky you may see the bird of 
prey swooping down to snatch a fish 
from the water. Bald eagles mate for 
life and only move on once one of the 
pair dies.

   307-682-5283
  13646 State Hwy. 51, Rozet, WY 82727

Where the wild things are



Pull over for these

The potentially expansive excavation site at the Vore Buffalo Jump 
near Beulah has, for the meantime, been filled with dirt to protect the 
priceless knowledge buried in our past. / News Record Photos

Roadside attractions worth stopping for
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Frontier Auto Museum
There are few things that exude Americana culture than 
cars — especially those built in the 1960s and prior.

The Frontier Auto Museum located on Second Street is 
filled with cars, gas pumps and trinkets from the 20th cen-
tury. Make sure to cover every inch of the 13,000-square ft. 
building as every corner is filled with objects to admire and 
look at.

The relics store at the front of the museum is free to enter 
and visitors can shop, play games and relax with a cup of 
coffee or milkshake.

While touring the building, make sure to sit and catch a clas-
sic movie at the “drive-in theater” where movies and com-
mercials from the time play on a loop throughout the day.

The museum is open Monday through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. until May and from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. from 
June until August. Admission to the museum is $12 for 
adults and free for kids 12 and under. Service professionals, 
seniors and groups of five or more get discounted admis-
sions for $10 a person.

Vore Buffalo Jump
The Vore Buffalo Jump is a naturally occurring sinkhole 
that allows you to experience the ingenuity of indigenous 
populations. It’s 40-foot dropoff at the cliff’s edge was 
used between the years 1500 and 1800 to trap buffalo and 
animals. As many as five Plains Indians tribes used the 
trap before technological advancements rendered the trap 
unnecessary.

This landmark was discovered in the 1970s as the interstate 
was being built and a large mass of buffalo bones was dis-
covered. In the hole are dozens of archeological finds from 
the Native Americans that lived on the land and the animals 
that would fall into the pit.

The site still has plenty of discoveries left to be made as 
only 10% of it has been excavated.

Kids can enjoy a sandbox where they dig for artifacts or 
they can practice using a traditional dart shooter.

The buffalo jump is located off of I-90 near Sundance and 
South Dakota and is open from June 1 through Labor Day 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Guided tours every 15 minutes are 
provided with $10 admissions or $5 for kids aged 7-12.

To get there, take exit 305 when heading west on I-90 or 
exit 199 if heading east.

Needles Highway
Located 30 miles south of Rapid City, the Needles Highway 
is a 14-mile-long scenic drive through Custer State Park in 
South Dakota.

The road passes through granite rocks that are shaped like 
needles, which gives the highway its name. Along with the 
rocks are ponderosa pines and spruce trees that make up 
the Black Hills. The highway, also called S.D. Highway 87 
North, takes about an hour to complete.

Along the drive is Sylvan Lake and two tunnels: the Nee-

dle’s Eye Tunnel and Iron Creek Tunnel. Beyond the Nee-

dle’s Eye Tunnel is the Needle’s Eye rock formation. Expe-

rienced rock climbers can explore and climb the granite 
structures.

If you want more time to explore, stick around the Sylvan 
Lake Lodge which is within walking distance from several 
trailheads.

The highway opens April 1, but is dependent on road condi-
tions and the severity of the winter.

Center of the Nation Monument
When in South Dakota, stop by the Geographical Center of 
the Nation Monument in Belle Fourche. Located 13 miles 
north of Spearfish, Belle Fourche is the geographical center 
when accounting for Alaska and Hawaii.

The monument was unveiled in 2007 by the Belle Fourche 
Chamber of Commerce. It is 21 feet of granite with a map 
of the United States carved in with a 12-inch bronze marker 
that denotes the area as the center of the nation.

It was determined as the center of the nation using a “cen-

ter-of-gravity” method by the National Geodetic Survey. 
The actual center of the nation is on a ranch near the city 

on Old Highway 85, 13 miles from the intersection of High-

ways 85 and 212.

The monument is outdoors and available to visit 24 hours a 
day, every day.

The mashed potato scene from “Close Encounters of the Third Kind” 
plays on a screen in the drive-in display Thursday at the Frontier Auto 
Museum. People can watch movies every day, each month at the museum 
as part of the admission cost. 



FREE 
CONCERT SERIES 
6 PM - 9 PM

804 S. Emerson Ave., Gillette, WY 82716
Inspiration Garden

2023

20
JUNE

27
JUNE

11
JULY

18
JULY

25
JULY

1
AUG.

Find us on Facebook @gillettetuesdays 
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804 S. EMERSON AVE ,. GILLETTE, WY 82716
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 307.682.3125

Book your event today!WEDDINGS
GRADUATION
MEMORIALS
PHOTOGRAPHY SESSIONS

THE PERFECT SPACE FOR YOUR

Special EventSpecial Event

@cccdistrict 
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Wood-fired pizza. Homemade Italian food. 
Casual fun in a welcoming atmosphere.

Scratch made food. Local ingredients. 

17 N. Main St. 
 Buffalo, WY 82834

(307) 278-0161 

piezanoswy.com

Closed Mon., Tues., Wed.
Open Thurs., Fri., Sat.  
11 a.m. to 2  p.m. & 4-9 p.m.  
Sunday 4-8 p.m.
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Take the
 backroads

90

Sheridan

Gillette

Moorcrof

14

16

1614
Clearmont

Spotted Horse

Rozet

Buffalo

51

I
f you value the journey as much as — or more than — 
the destination, you know the value of turning off the 
GPS and following the two-lane roads wherever they 

lead you.

When planning a trip from Gillette, or passing through on 
your adventure elsewhere, don’t miss these memorable 
routes to take you off the interstate and into the country-
side of northeast Wyoming and the Black Hills.

Take the slow road from Gillette to 

Sheridan

The quickest route from Gillette to Sheridan is simple: Drive 
west on Interstate 90. But the scenic route to Sheridan is 
just a few miles farther, about 20 minutes longer and worth 
every second of it.

Instead of hopping on the interstate, take U.S. Highway 
14-16 West and follow the long winding road for about 
110 miles through northern Campbell County then west 
into Sheridan County. The highway continues on, weaving 
through rolling hills and meadows framed by the Big Horn 
Mountains leading you right to the city of Sheridan at the 
mountain’s base.

The drive takes less than two hours and makes for a great 
day trip to the mountains or alternate route on your jour-
ney West.

Two lanes to Devils Tower

The trip from Gillette to Devils Tower is short enough that 
avoiding the interstate hardly adds any time to your trip, 
getting you there in just over an hour.

To get there from Gillette, start by heading east on High-
way 51 and stay on the road through Rozet all the way to 
Moorcroft. Once in Moorcroft, hook a left on North Yellow-
stone Avenue, or U.S. Highway 14 East, and continue north 
for about 25 miles, soaking in the sprawling northeast 
Wyoming countryside.

You’ll eventually take a left on W.Y. Highway 24 and contin-
ue north. Devils Tower isn’t far from there. Keep following 
the road north and remember to keep your eyes on the 
road as the national monument emerges in the skyline. 
Luckily, there are plenty of opportunities to pull off the 
road and soak in the sight before reaching the monument’s 
gates.

For more on Devils Tower, turn to page 6.

Take the backroads
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Spearfish

Rapid City

Sturgis

Moorcroft

Sundance

Pine Haven

Devils Tower

Hulett

Aladdin

Belle Fourche

14

Rozet

Upton

Newcastle

Custer

Hill City
Mount
Rushmore

16

24 85

Deadwood

Crazy Horse

16A

385

14A

Needles Highway

90

Backroads to Mount Rushmore
You can get to Mount Rushmore National Memorial from 
Gillette in about two-and-a-half hours without touching the 
interstate. To do this, take Highway 51 about 29 miles east 
to Moorcroft then follow U.S. Highway 16 East as it takes 
you southeast through Upton and Newcastle.

You’ll eventually make it to Custer, South Dakota, about 
113 miles from Gillette, where you’ll turn north onto S.D. 
Highway 385 for about 12 miles then continue onto S.D. 
Highway 244 east.

From there, Mount Rushmore is about nine miles down the 
road. It’s free to enter Mount Rushmore, but costs $10 to 
park at the site.

Finding Needles Highway
If you have time on the way to Mount Rushmore, or you 
just want to spend a day up-close to the namesake Black 
Hills, take a slow drive down Needles Highway in Custer 
State Park.

The roadway snakes around jagged granite formations, 
ponderosa pines and Black Hills spruce.

To get there from Gillette, drive east on U.S. Highway 16 

into the park, pass Lake Legion and turn north onto S.D. 
Highway 87 North.

That gets you to Needles Highway. All you have to do from 
there is follow along the winding road for 14 miles, or 
about an hour drive.

There are some narrow stretches of the road to be aware of 
in advance. The Needle’s Eye tunnel is eight feet wide and 
nine feet, nine inches high. The Iron Creek tunnel is eight 
feet, nine inches wide and 10 feet, 10 inches high.

Following the road will take you past Sylvan Lake and the 
Needle’s Eye, a unique rock formation found near the tun-
nel that carries its name.

The state park has a $20 entrance fee for a 7-day pass, per 
vehicle, or $36 for an annual pass. Needles Highway closes 
to vehicles during the winter until April 1 and sometimes 
later, depending on road conditions.

This map is intended for advertising purposes only.  

Consult an atlas for official mileages and highway directions.
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Free Family Attraction

Visit the 
D.C. Booth  

Historic  
National Fish 
Hatchery &  

Archives

D.C. Booth Fish Hatchery is America’s gathering place for  
all things fisheries - preserving our fisheries history to inspire 

present & future conservationists. 

Tour the Historic Venues  •  Shop in the Pond Shop
Explore the Trails  •  Feed the Fish

Enjoy your Public Lands
www.dcboothfishhatchery.org

D.C. Booth Historic National Fish Hatchery & Archives   
Next to Spearfish City Park, South on Canyon Street, Spearfish, SD

The Pond Shop, Booth House, Von Bayer Museum, and 
Fish Rail Car are open mid-May thru mid-September.

The Pond 
Gift Shop

• T-shirts, Hats, Caps
• Home Decor
• Educational Toys
• Games & Puzzles
• Nature Jewelry
• Books - local, regional 
• Fish Food
• And much more!

EXPLORE 
The 

Hatchery

Gift items showcasing
Black Hills, D.C. Booth  

& Spearfish

98 South Main Street • Buffalo, WY
(307) 684-8877  

 Open Tuesday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Upscale Ladies Clothing  •  Vintage Clothing  •  Local Original Art
Bridal  •  Prom  •  Jewelry  •  Purses  •  Lots More...

Local Art, 
Beautiful, 

Gently Used 
Clothing & 
Lovingly 

Read Books
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OVER 200 TEAS  OILS & VINEGARS ON-TAP

Heaven to EarthBlessings from
KITCHEN • OLIVE OIL • TEAS • BOOKS • BABY BOUTIQUE
Powder Basin Center at 2610 S. Douglas Hwy. (Near Albertsons)

 TASTINGS DAILY!
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The Black Hills offer visitors authentic and unforgettable experiences 
with nature that include scenic mountains, a variety of wildlife and two 
of the largest caves in the world.

Here’s a few ideas to get started on your trip into nature.

Wander the caves
The vast labyrinth of Wind Cave

It’s rare that a visitor touring Wind 
Cave doesn’t want to stay a bit longer 
to discover the rare boxwork for-
mations, popcorn crystals and dark, 
off-limits caverns in the most complex 
matrix of underground caves.

Wind Cave National Park’s preserva-
tion has kept many of the rare forma-
tions much like the ones explorers first 
encountered in the late 1800s. The 
park is about 135 miles from Gillette in 
the Black Hills of South Dakota.

Wind Cave features a vast labyrinth 
of rooms, crawl-ways and passages 

in one of the world’s largest under-
ground caves. Some 144 miles of 
passages have been surveyed, but 
barometric wind studies estimate 
that just 5% of the total cave has been 
explored.

It was named for the wind that blows 
out of or into the cave’s natural open-
ing, a small hole on the side of the 
hill. Changing atmospheric pressure 
outside the cave causes the air inside 
to adjust.

The visitor center and park are open 
year round, but cave tours run season-
ally from late spring through early fall.

Visitors can choose from three tours 
depending on the desired length and 

difficulty. Cave tours for people with 
special needs also are available.

Tickets are sold at the visitors center, 
where the tours depart from. Some 
tours offer advanced reservations but 
the rest are first-come, first-served the 
day of the tour. Long lines are com-
mon and tours often sell out 1-2 hours 
in advance.

Only credit, debit and digital payment 
methods are accepted. But it’s free to 
drive through or hike the park.

For reservations or more information, 
call 605-745-4600 or visit recreation.
gov.

Journey into Jewel Cave — the 
world’s third longest

At 180 miles, Jewel Cave is the 
third-longest known cave on the 
planet. Luckily, there are a variety of 
touring options to explore it.

Spearfish Falls inside Spearfish Canyon. / South Dakota Department of Tourism

Outdoors in the 
Black Hills
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There are plenty of great hiking destinations in the 
Spearfish Canyon area. / News Record Photo

The Crushing Deep is one of the deepest known parts of Jewel Cave. / National Park Service Photo

The majority of Jewel Cave tours can 
be reserved in advance at recreation.
gov. Other tickets will be offered on a 
first-come, first-served basis, so plan 
accordingly and call 605-673-8300 for 
details.

The Jewel Cave Visitor Center and 
cave entrance are 13 miles west of 
Custer, South Dakota, on U.S. High-
way 16.

Black Hills National 
Forest camping
There are 30 campgrounds with 
more than 682 campsites spread 
throughout the Black Hills National 
Forest. That may seem like a lot of 
options, but sites get booked fast, es-
pecially during the summer season.

Demand is high. To ensure yourself a 
site, visit recreation.gov or call 1-877-
444-6777.

For the late comers, or those looking 
beyond the beaten path, you can 
always try dispersed camping, also 
known as setting up your own camp-
site in the forest. Most dispersed 
camping areas allow up to a 14-day 
stay in any 60-day period and it’s free.

No open campfires are allowed in the 
South Dakota portions of the nation-
al forest while dispersed camping, 

but they are allowed on the Wyo-
ming side, unless a special order is in 
effect.

For questions on dispersed camping 
and fire restrictions, call the forest 
supervisor’s office at 605-673-9200.

Go climbing
Naturally, when looking at the Black 
Hills, you’ll get the itch to go climb 
them. Luckily for you there are op-
portunities to do just that.

You can find rock climbing areas in 
Spearfish Canyon in the northern 
Black Hills and in Custer State Park in 
the southern end of the forest.

The climbing opportunities in Custer 
are found right outside of Mount 
Rushmore at the Wrinkled Climbers 
Trailhead on State Highway 244, at 
the west boundary of the national 
memorial.

The area has climbing information, 
bivy sites and a toilet. Some free tent 
pad camping sites are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis with an 
enforced 14-day limit.

In case you were wondering, climb-
ing the Mount Rushmore sculpture 
itself is prohibited. Fortunately there 
are plenty of other formations to 
climb.
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There are a number of cities and 
towns tucked within the Black 
Hills that are worth stopping by 

while exploring the national forest or 
just passing through.

Walk through the history 
of Deadwood
The town once known for outlaws and 
Wild West lore still has plenty to offer, 
whether you’re trying your luck in the 
gambling hall where Wild Bill Hickok 
was killed or wanting to learn about 
the old gold mining town’s rich history.

In 1876, Deadwood quickly came to 
be as gold miners moved into the 
northern Black Hills, following the 
gold boom discovered in the southern 
Black Hills a couple of years before. It 
quickly grew from a gold camp into a 
town that brought in not just miners, 
but the outlaws, gamblers and busi-
nessmen who rushed in after them.

It’s been more than 150 years since 
the Black Hills gold rush forged Dead-
wood, but much of the town’s history 
and outlaw charm remains.

To this day, Main Street features a 
number of gambling halls in its histor-
ic buildings, and a number of newer 
casinos and resorts have clustered in 
just off of the main strip.

The cobblestone path of Main Street is 

packed with a number of restaurants, 
bars and shops that provide plenty to 
do and see for those young and old.

Free shows take place on the streets 
during the summer months, as reen-
actments of shootouts and even the 
trial of Jack McCall, a stage play based 
on the trial of Wild Bill’s murderer, 
take place daily.

For a schedule of events and more 
information, visit deadwood.com and 
deadwoodalive.com.

Take a break in Spearfish
In the northern Black Hills, Spearfish 
waits for visitors within several conve-
nient exits from Interstate 90.

Known for its namesake canyon, 
there’s plenty to do for all ages in the 
town of Spearfish itself.

Downtown Spearfish has a bustling 
Main Street with storefronts, restau-
rants and a timeless feel. The historic 
buildings are home to shopping of all 
kinds, from clothing and outdoor gear 
to coffee shops and wine bars.

The Matthews Opera House and 
Art Gallery is home to year-round 
programs and exhibits. During the 
summer months, downtown hosts a 
block-party atmosphere with live mu-
sic, food, beer, crafts and activities for 
the whole family.

Visit the D.C. Booth 
Historic National Fish 
Hatchery and Archives
The D.C. Booth Historic National Fish 
Hatchery and Archives located in 
Spearfish is a great place to spend 
a couple hours. The 11-acre site has 
raceways and ponds filled with trout, 
walking paths, historic venues, an 
underwater viewing area and a visitor 
center/gift shop.

The D.C. Booth Historic National Fish 
Hatchery originally was constructed 
to propagate, stock and establish 
trout population in the Black Hills of 
South Dakota and Wyoming. Presently 
the Hatchery is also tasked with the 
mission to help preserve the US.Fish & 
Wildlife Service’s historic and cultural 
heritage. Stored in archival storage at 
the hatchery are 1.8 million items that 
preserve the story of fisheries.

The site is located within the town of 
Spearfish on South Canyon Street, be-
tween the Spearfish City Park and the 
city campground. It is a quick stop off 
I-90 as you travel to or from the Black 
Hills. The site has no admission fee.

Visitors are welcome to stroll the 
grounds from dawn to dusk on any 
day of the week, 365 days a year.

Historic Main Street of Deadwood, South Dakota / News Record Photo

Towns tucked within the Black Hills

Among 
the trees
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The Knothole

Lana Wenzel, Owner
947 E. Colorado Blvd.  •  Spearfish, SD 57783

605-717-5668  •  Open 7 days a week 
Monday - Saturday 9-6  •  Sunday 12-4

Art, Beads, Scrapbooking,  
Craft Supplies and Quilt Shop

The Knothole

423 Hatchery Circle,  Spearfish, S.D. 
dcboothfishhatchery.org

Visit the D.C. Booth Historic National  
Fish Hatchery & Archives

FREE 
Family  

Attraction

Clip out this coupon for a free cup of fish food.

   HISTORIC DOWNTOWN  
DEADWOOD ...  AND  

THE BLACK HILLS
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D
riving about 100 miles west of Gillette, it’s hard to 
miss the Bighorn National Forest.

In contrast to the crowded cities on the East and 
West Coast, the drive from Gillette is filled with a great 
expanse of Great Plains scenery leading to the cities of 
Buffalo and Sheridan. It’s a refuge for all sorts of animals in 
its 189,000 acres of wilderness and also contains more than 
1,200 miles of trails for those interested in dropping in and 
surrounding themselves in nature.

Some trails in the forest are built with ease in mind, a nice 
day trek, versus the lengthy routes built for the avid back-
packers.

One popular destination spot is the Sibley Lake Camp-
ground found near Dayton. The campground has electric 
hookups on one loop. There are a total of 25 sites for camp-
ers that have minimal privacy.

Tables and grills are available at each site and fishers can 
take to the lake in search of brown, brook or rainbow trout. 
There also is a wheelchair friendly fishing pier.

Those with canoes may be interested in the Tie Hack Camp-
ground about 15 miles west of Buffalo. The campground is 
in a dense stand of pine with the reservoir nearby. Fishers 
can try their hand at rainbow and cutthroat trout in the 
reservoir, while hikers take a look at a variety of trailheads 
accessible at the Circle Park Trailhead, about 3 miles west.

For a complete list of campgrounds and recreation ideas, 
visit fs.usda.gov/bighorn.

Those looking for overnight stays in historic structures 
can enjoy nature from the security of the Sheep Mountain 
Lookout, Pole Creek Cabin and Muddy Guard Cabin. The 
more than 75-year-old lookout is about 30 miles west of 
Buffalo and offers spectacular views of the Cloud Peak 
Wilderness and the Powder River Basin.

The Pole Creek Cabin is 22 miles west of Buffalo and can 
fit four to six people with a wood stove, small kitchen, and 
table and chairs ready for incoming guests.

Muddy Guard Cabin, built in the 1930s for the use of the 
Forest Service as a guard station, offers rustic appeal. It’s 
made out of peeled logs with saddle corner notching and 
sits 24 miles west of Buffalo.

News Record Photo

Reservations

Many campsites are first-come first-served but some 
take reservations.

To reserve a spot, visitors can either call 1-877-444-
6777 or visit recreation.gov and to search for a specific 
campground.

Rates vary between $14 to $21 depending on the 
campsite with an additional fee for vehicles. Campers 
may stay at a site for up to two weeks.

Historic cabin fees range from $35 to $50 per night and 
can be reserved online or by calling 1-877-444-6777.

Bighorn  
National Forest
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A guide to help visitors know what’s legal and what’s 
not when it comes to gambling, drinking, driving, 
drugs and outdoor recreation in Wyoming

Although legal in other states, the use, possession or sale 
of marijuana, including medical marijuana, is illegal in the 
Cowboy State. Anyone found with marijuana can be fined 
or arrested. Pot possession is a misdemeanor or felony 
charge, depending on if there’s less or more than 3 ounces.

Those coming into the state to hunt, fish or trap must have 
all required in-state licenses for fish, game birds, small 
game, etc. Cutting across private property to access public 
land is illegal.

Seat belts are mandatory. Officers can’t stop someone 

for not wearing a seat belt but they can fine an additional 
$25 if a driver is pulled over for another traffic violation. 
Children younger than 9 must be using some kind of child 
safety system.

Sports betting and drinking in Wyoming are legal as long 
as a person is old enough. To drink, guests at a bar or 
restaurant must be 21 or older. Even if you’re of legal drink-
ing age, it’s encouraged to have IDs on hand, since servers 
or bartenders often identify anyone who looks younger 
than 35.

Sports betting was legalized in 2021 and there are three 
sports books that operate in Wyoming: FanDuel, Draft-
Kings and BetMGM. Bettors must be at least 18 years old.

Wyoming do’s and don’ts

www.gillettenewsrecord.com

www.facebook.com/newsrecord 

Gillette News Record

b
a 

v

Follow 
us!

twitter.com/The_News_Record

www.instagram.com/newsrecordphoto

Get the App
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Gillette RV Tech
1507 Metz Dr #1, Gillette, WY 82718 

 307-689-4068
See our ad on page 10.

Eastside Motors &  RV
1200 E. 2nd St., Gillette, WY

307- 686-1435
See our ad on page 8.

Car 
Trouble

Whether it’s a crack, flat or  
something major, here’s who to call!

?

All photos© Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation 

Open Year-Round! 
www.crazyhorsememorial.org

605•673•4681

1948 2023

CRAZY HORSE MEMORIAL®
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Traveling west from Gillette to the Big 
Horn Mountains, drivers will have a 
tough time missing the hidden gems 
of Buffalo and Sheridan tucked away 
in the foothills of the mountains.

Buffalo

Historic Buffalo, population 5,000, rests about 70 miles 
west of Gillette. The town was founded in 1879 on a buffalo 
trail that forded the creek.

The first hotel built in town, the Occidental Hotel, was built 
in 1880 and remains to this day. The lodge has seen famous 
guests like author Ernest Hemingway and former President 
Theodore Roosevelt pass through its doors, if rumors are 
to be believed.

If you’re just passing through as you either leave or come 
back from a day hike or camping trip, it’s hard to pass by 
Cattleguard Steakhouse and Saloon. The steakhouse cooks 
up appetizers like fried pickles and rocky mountain oysters 
with a host of steaks, lobster or crab for a main course.

Fans of the hit series “Longmire” can join in Longmire Days 
July 20-23 as the town celebrates Craig Johnson’s popular 
series. The novels and TV show are set in Absaroka County, 
which is a fictional version of Johnson County.
The town transforms into downtown Absaroka County for 
the course of the days, where visitors can check out Sheriff 
Walt Longmire’s office and enjoy food trucks and auto-
graph sessions. This year, actors from the show coming to 
Buffalo include A Martinez, Louanne Stephens and Robert 
Taylor, according to the event’s Facebook page.

Sheridan

Another 40 miles northwest of Buffalo is Sheridan, known 
for its dramatic views of the Big Horn Mountains.

The growing city offers an abundance of activities includ-
ing the “Third Thursday,” a monthly event that takes place 
June through September. The Thursday nights include 
food carts, cold drinks, music and shopping and run from 
5-9 p.m. in the Historic Main Street area. During the festi-
vals, the downtown streets are shut down to vehicle traffic.

The Kendrick Mansion is another must-see for history 
buffs. The now historic site was built from 1908 to 1913 
and cost $164,000. It was the home of former senator and 
governor John Kendrick, said Nancy Herdt, administrative 
assistant for Sheridan County Travel and Tourism. The 
home boasts a Flemish-style architecture uncommon in 
Wyoming.

The Sheridan Inn, built by the railroad in 1892, was one of 
the places where Buffalo Bill tried out his wild horse show. 
Also a historic site, visitors can eat at the inn or book an 
event or a place to stay for the night.

Weekly polo games are played at the base of the moun-
tains as visitors drive out toward Bird Farm Road. Two 
clubs, The Big Horn Polo Club and the Flying H Polo Club, 
play at the equestrian center that has nine fields. The sea-
son runs from July through August.

If you’re feeling peckish, Herdt said a variety of food trucks 
range from Thai food to Korean. Frackleton’s offers an 
uptown feel, while Smith Alley Brewing Company has a pint 
for everyone.

A winter sunset lights the sky over the Big Horn Mountains from Middle Prong Road about 25 miles north of Gillette. / News Record Photo

Mountain towns
Visit Buffalo and Sheridan on the way to the mountains
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The Crazy Horse Memorial is a 
mountain monument in the 
Black Hills, wedged between 

Custer and Hill City, South Dakota, 
and dedicated to the Lakota tribes-
man Crazy Horse.

This year marks the 75th anniversary 
of the work in progress.

The monument is open year round. 
The visitors center is open from 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. with buses going to 
the base of the mountain starting at 
8:30 a.m. and stopping at 6:30 p.m.

The monument is built in the sacred 
Paha Sapa — or Black Hills — and 
were moved there after a cousin 
of Crazy Horse had the monument 
moved to the hills due to their spiri-
tual significance to the Lakota tribe. 
The relative, Standing Bear, began 
searching for a sculptor when he 
met Korczak Ziolkowski in 1948 and 
decided on Thunderhead Mountain 
as the site of the sculpture.

At the memorial are museums and 
attractions to learn about the Indige-
nous population that lived the land. 
The Indian Museum of North Amer-
ica contains exhibits on over 300 na-
tive tribes. The museum has about 
the same visitation as the National 
Museum of the Native American at 
the Smithsonian Institute in Wash-
ington, D.C.

The memorial has daily cultural 
performances beginning May 26 
through Sept. 30 at 1:30 p.m. and 
4:30 p.m. There will also be Native 
American artists and performers 
who present cultural discussions and 
presentations.

To celebrate the 75th year of the 
Crazy Horse Memorial, there will be 
a public event held on June 4.

Crazy Horse Memorial has not been 
completed, but when it does it will 
be one of the world’s largest sculp-
tures.

Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation

The 87-foot-6-inch tall face of the Crazy Horse Memorial 
carving near Custer, South Dakota / Dirk Lammers

Crazy Horse 
Memorial
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Minutes from the Ski Slopes and 
Snowmobile, ATV and Hiking Trails

www.deadwoodconnections.com
1.800.240.3735

Fully Furnished Cabins & Lodges in the
Northern Black Hills Featuring:

• Hot Tubs • BBQ Grills • Game Rooms • Gas Fireplaces

Enjoy the Black Hills & the Sturgis Rally in Style!

Connecting You to the Black Hills

www.jimgatchell.com     (307) 684-9331
100 Fort Street, Buffalo, WY 82834

Summer Hours
Monday – Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sunday Noon - 5 p.m.

Winter Hours
Monday – Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Closed weekends

Sit Deep, And Come Often, Cuz Yer One of The Folks.
117 U.S. Hwy. 16 E. | Buffalo, WY | (307) 684-8636

Tues.-Thurs. 5-8:30 p.m., Fri. & Sat. 5-9 p.m.

Buffalo’s Premier Upscale  
Western Supper Club
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History. Heritage. Craft CULTURE. The Great Outdoors. 
Sheridan is your Ticket to the Wild West. 

The world comes out west expecting to see cowboys driving horses through the streets of downtown; pronghorn 
butting heads on windswept bluffs; clouds encircling the towering pinnacles of the Cloud Peak Wilderness; and 
endless expanses of wild, open country. These are some of the fibers that have been stitched together over time 

to create the patchwork quilt of Sheridan County’s identity, each part and parcel to the Wyoming experience. 
Toss in a historic downtown district, with western allure, hospitality and good graces to spare; a vibrant art scene; 
bombastic craft culture; a robust festival and events calendar; small town charm from one historic outpost to the 

next; and living history on every corner, and you have a golden ticket to the adventure of a lifetime. 

sheridanwyoming.org
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June

2-3 Wop Bop a Loo Bop 
Musical

Mandi Steele Music Studio presents 
the classic musical, mandisteele.wix-
site.com, in Gillette.

3 Annual Spring Volksmarch
Thousands join in the Volks-

march, a 10-K hike in the southern 
Black Hills of South Dakota, 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m., crazyhorsememorial.org.

3 Sheridan Hoop Jam
The 21st annual 3-on-3 street 

basketball tournament features 800 
participants at Sheridan High School.

3-4 Energy Capital of the 
Nation Car Show

Two-day car show at Cam-plex in 
Gillette featuring new and old cars, 
classics and works in progress. Open 
June 3 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and June 4 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

4 Free fishing day
Anyone can fish for free without 

a license in Wyoming.

4 Mickelson Trail Marathon
A half marathon, marathon and 

5-person marathon relay set in historic 
Deadwood, S.D., starts at 8 a.m.

15-18 Bighorn Trail 
Run

An 18-mile, 32-mile, 52-mile and 100-
mile trail run going through the Little 
Bighorn and Tongue River areas of the 
Big Horn Mountains.

16-18 ‘Blazing Guns at 
Roaring Gulch’

The Gillette Community Theatre 

performs its summer melodrama at 

Cam-plex Heritage Center Art Gallery, 

gctwy.org.

17 307 Derby Dog Dash
Corgis and dachshunds com-

pete in the first 50-yard race of its kind 
at Cam-plex in Gillette, buy tickets at 

the door after the live horse races.

20-25 Christian 
Motorcycle 

Western National Rally
The rally takes place in the Cam-plex 

Wyoming Center in Gillette and regis-

tration is required.

July

4 Independence Day Parade
Join in an Independence Day 

Parade in Deadwood, S.D. along Main 

Street and into Lead, 3-4 p.m.

8 Festival by the Creek
The first annual Festival by the 

Creek will bring in music, food and 
vendors from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Arts 
and Celebrations by the Creek, 2051 E. 
Sinclair St. in Gillette. Call 307-687-0207 
for information.

8 Brinton Museum Summer 
Concert

Town Mountain will perform during 
the event at the museum in Big Horn, 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call 307-672-3173 for 
more information.

8 Untapped Homebrew 
Festival

The WYO Theater and Bighorn Home-
brew Club bring the finest home-
brewed beer across the state to the 
festival. The festival is on Brundage 
Street between Brooks and Main 
streets in Sheridan, noon to 4 p.m. Call 
307-672-9084 for more information.

15 Wings and Wheels 
Show

The annual show displays aircrafts, 
classic cars, trucks and motorcycles at 
Northeast Wyoming Regional airport 
in Gillette, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

20-23 Longmire Days
A celebration of 

Craig Johnson and his hit series “Long-
mire” in downtown Buffalo, longmire-
days.com.

22 Show and Shine Car 
Show

Cars will line Ross Street in Gillette in 
front of the Frontier Auto Museum, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

What’s going on?

Fourth of July

A Gillette Fourth of July comes 
with a pancake feed provided by 

local firefighters, a 4-mile run/
walk, a themed parade on Sec-

ond Street and a slew of Ameri-

can-pride testing games and hot 

dog feed at Bicentennial Park.

The festivities celebrate America’s 

Independence all day long.



Summer 2023 | 49

29 Tournament of Knights
The Knights of Mayhem re-

turn to Sheridan with jousting, sword 
fighting and its Renaissance Faire, 
10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Call 307-673-6161 
for more information.

August

3 Crazy Days
Downtown retailers in Sheridan 

use this day as an annual summer 
clearance event, clearing out stock to 
make room for incoming inventory. Call 
307-672-8881 for more information.

11-12 Yoders Country 
Market Open 

House and Craft Fair
This Amish store in Buffalo hosts its 
annual summer event these days, Fri-
day and Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

23-27 Kool Deadwood 
Nites

Five days of classic cars, classic music 
and classic fun in Deadwood, South Da-
kota. Everyone can catch a parade, take 
in free concerts and celebrate history.

26 Quickdraw, dinner and 
auction

Watch and meet Bighorn Rendezvous 
artists as they paint on the Brinton 

Museum’s grounds beginning at 
9 a.m. A ticketed dinner and art auc-

tion continue after the quickdraw. Call 
307-672-3173 for more information.

26 Suds n’ Spurs Brewfest
The region’s largest brewfest 

with music and food at Whitney Com-

mons Park in Sheridan, 2-7 p.m. Call 
307-672-2485 for more information.

27 Yoga in the Park 
Festival

The 3rd annual Yoga in the Park Festi-
val at Cam-plex Park in Gillette, begins 
at 8 a.m.

September

1-2 HyLite Monster Trucks
HyLite Real Entertain-

ment will make big noise at Cam-plex 
Morningside Park in Gillette, 5 p.m. 
gates open and the show runs from 

7-10 p.m.

All Summer 

in Gillette
Summer concert series
A joint partnership brings live concerts 
to Gillette throughout June and July. 
Concerts run from 6-9 p.m. Tuesday at 
Mount Pisgah Gardens and 6-9 p.m. 
Thursday at Third Street Plaza.

Live horse racing
Catch a live horse race any weekend 
from mid-May through the end of June 
at Cam-plex Morningside Park. Gates 
open at 4:30 p.m. Friday and 12:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday. Races 
run May 20-21, May 27-29, June 3-4, 
June 9-11, June 16-18 and June 23-25.

75th National High 

School Finals Rodeo

The biggest youth rodeo in the 
world will celebrate its 75th an-

niversary in Gillette July 16-22 at 
Cam-plex.
The week-long rodeo features top 
athletes from across the United 
States, Australia, Canada and 

Mexico. Past years have brought 
in more than 10,000 visitors, 
about one-third of Gillette’s typi-
cal population.
Visitors can check out the trade 
show, competition and different 
daily events, along with a host of 
concessions and vendors.

Get to know

Gillette
1. In 1892, what was the original 
settlement in the area that would 
become Gillette called?

A. Donkey Town
B. Burlington 
Northern 
Settlement

C. Rockpile 
Homestead

D. Campbell County 
Cattlemen

2. What is Gillette’s main industry?

A. Tourism

B. Energy
C. Local Food
D. Rodeo

3. The Gillette College mascot 
corresponds with a common animal in 
the area. What is it?

A. Caribou
B. Prairie Dog

C. Pronghorn

D. Eagle

4. The neon-lit boot outside Frontier 
Relics and Auto Museum welcomes 
everyone downtown. How tall is it?

A. 15 feet tall

B. 12 feet tall

C. 17 feet tall

D. 20 feet tall

5. The former Gillette Post Office is one 
of the oldest buildings in Gillette. At 
what intersection is it located?

A. Second Street and 
Kendrick Avenue
B. Lakeway Road 
and 4J Road

C. Westover Road 
and Burma Avenue
D. Third Street and 
Gillette Avenue

6. When did the first public swimming 
pool in Gillette open?

A. 1940 B. 1994 C. 1935 D. 1989

7. Upperclassmen in Gillette were able 
to choose between attending Campbell 
County or Thunder Basin high schools in 
what year?

A. 2015 B. 2010 C. 2017 D. 2020

8. Gillette’s City Hall, police department 
and fire station all used to be in one 
building on what street?

A. Fourth Street
B. Seventh Street

C. Lakeway Road
D. Wagonhammer 
Road

9. What year does the Gillette News 
Record date back to?

A. 1900 B. 1904 C. 1908 D. 1912

10. A beloved Gillette pastime, this event 
cooks more than 10,000 pounds of food 
for thousands of residents and visitors. 
What is it?

A. Crawfish Boil
B. Treat Street

C. Lobster Fest
D. Dancing with the 
Gillette Stars

Bonus question: How many Sheriffs has 
Campbell County had since the first 
Sheriff was elected in 1911?

A. 15 B. 19 C. 12 D. 22

Answer key: 1. A 2. B 3. C 4. A 5. D 6. C 7. C 
8. A 9. B 10. A Bonus, C

*All dates and events are subject to change.
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66 South Main St.
Buffalo, WY 82834

Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.,  Sun. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Hunting • Fishing 
 Skiing • Camping 

 Backpacking •  Bicycling

Ph: 307-684-7682
1-800-684-7682 
Fx: 307-684-7165

Sporting  
Goods

Headquarters 
              for

Follow Hitching Post Gallery on 

Hitching Post Gallery

51 South Main Street • Buffalo, WY 82834
(307) 684-9473

Bronze - Paintings - Gifts - Cigars

307-217-9737  •  Mon.-Sat.  9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Quilts • Crafts • Chocolates
Bakery Open Friday & Saturday

Exit 291 off of I-25  •  369 Trabing Rd., Buffalo, WY 

Your one-of-a-kind 
Amish Market

CASH ONLY

Shop in-store or online at 
mountainmeadowwool.com

307-684-5775 |  
22 Plains Drive | Buffalo, WY

Self-guided FREE factory tours  
Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m all year

100% AMERICAN MADE  
& WYOMING GROWN

Created with eco-friendly operations  
and fair prices for our ranchers.

FROM RANCH TO HOME.  
LEGACY FLEECE. 

THE ART OF CUSTOM PROCESSING.
Hats/Sweaters/Yarn/Blankets and more! 

Wyoming Made with Wyoming Wool

Explore
Buffalo
Wyoming!
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DOWNTOWN SHERIDAN

H O S P I T A L I T Y  W I T H  O L D  W E S T  C H A R M

Home of the original
Crazy Woman Clothing,

Decor, Gifts &
Unique Merchandise 

134 N. Main Street
307-672-3939

Sheridan, WY 82801
www.crazywomantradingco.com

Guided tours of historic ranch

buildings and grounds!

FREE Museum Admission
courtesy of

TheBrintonMuseum.org     307-672-3173

239 Brinton Road    Big Horn, WY

The Toy Store that Brings Out  
the Child in Everyone

www.kid-curious.com
Gkidcuriouswy   ekidcuriouswy

129 N. Main St. Sheridan WY 82801 • 307-655-8350



Sturgis, South Dakota is a small city off of Interstate 90 between Spearfish and 
Rapid City, right on the edge of the Black Hills National Forest with plenty of 
incredible views and hikes to embark on
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Sturgis
The annual motorcycle rally

Leona Hughes and Len McIntosh ride to Sturgis, South Dakota, after stopping by the Harley-Davidson store in Gillette. / News Record Photo

S turgis is best known for its annual 
Motorcycle Rally held in August. 
This year will be the 83rd year 

of the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally and 
will be held from August 4-13. At this 
year’s rally, you can enjoy concerts 
featuring Lynyrd Skynyrd, ZZ Top and 
more. The rally attracts hundreds of 
thousands of visitors from all across 
the country.

The rally brings in bike shows, charity 
events, rides and races.

If four wheels are more your speed, 
stop by the Saab Heritage Car Muse-

um which opens the first of May. The 
museum celebrates the motor com-
pany Saab and its contributions to the 
auto industry. It is open from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday 
and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday.

The Sturgis Museum and Motorcycle 
Hall of Fame is another attraction to 
visit when in the city that is perfect for 
those looking to explore more about 
the history of the motorcycle event 
and the town of Sturgis. It honors the 
sport, the lifestyle and those who have 
contributed to the heritage of the 

motorcycle rally. It is open daily from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. with admission cost 
varying depending on the size of your 
party.

Around Sturgis are motorcycle rides 
that allow you to explore the outdoors 
and the beauty of the Black Hills.

Sturgis itself is close to plenty of 
natural landmarks that are must-sees 
when visiting the area. The town is an 
hour north of Mount Rushmore, an 
hour and a half east of Devils Tower 
and close to many hiking trails around 
the Black Hills.
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Fast & convenient or 

elegant & sophisticated 

dining, you’ll find 
everything you need. 

Great service,  

great food and  

good times!

RESTAURANTGuide

A&W / Long John Silver’s
1910 Cliff Davis Drive • Gillette, WY
I-90, Exit 126  

Buffalo Golf Club - Bison House 
500 W. Hart St.
Buffalo, WY 82834 
307-684-7350 
Open Daily 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
See our ad on page 56.

Campstool Cafe
Devils Tower KOA
60 Hwy. 10
Devils Tower WY, 82714
1-800-562-5785
www.devilstowerkoa.com
See our ad on page 1.

Cattleguard Steakhouse & Saloon
117 U.S. Hwy. 16 E. 
 Buffalo, WY
 (307) 684-8636
See our ad on page 46.

Coffee Cup Fuel Stop - 
Pizza Hut

506 E. Converse St. 
Moorcroft, WY 82721 • (307) 756-3493
See our ad on page 9.

Donna’s Diner
Moorcroft’s “Fantastic Food”
202 West Converse Street
Moorcroft, WY • 307-756-3422
Open from 6 a.m. - 8 p.m.

5 O’Clock Bar & Grill 
Keyhole Marina 

180 Marina Road • Moorcroft, WY 82721
Inside Keyhole State Park
307-756-9529
See our ad on inside back

Ice Cream Café
Over 20 flavors
202 S. Gillette Ave.
Gillette, WY 82716 • 307-686-8110 
See our ad on pages 15 & 18.

Pie Zanos Italian Eatery
17 N. Main St. | Buffalo, WY 82834
307-278-0161 
piezanoswy.com
See our ad on page 31

Pokey’s BBQ & Smokehouse
408 S. Douglas Hwy. 
Gillette, WY 82716 • 307-687-7653 
www.pokeysbbq.com
See our ad on page 10.

The Cookhouse at TA Ranch
28623 Old Highway 87
Buffalo, WY 82834  • 307-684-5833
Open from 5 - 9 p.m. Sun. – Thurs,   
                   5 - 10 p.m. Fri. & Sat.
See our ad on page 31.

The Frosty Cow
802 E. 3rd St., Suite E 
Gillette, WY 82716 
307-257-7525
See our ad on page 22.

Sherpa Indian Kitchen
1414 W. Second St.
Gillette, WY 82716 • (307) 299-8040
sherpaindiankitchen.com
See our ad on page 24.

Silver Creek Steakhouse
109 U.S. Hwy.  14-16
Gillette, WY 82716 • 307-686-2210
See our ad on page 4.
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A peek through a keyhole can reveal an amazing secret 
or adventure, which is what awaits visitors who enjoy 
camping, fishing or any type of water recreation at 

Keyhole State Park east of Gillette.

The northeast Wyoming state park waits on the Western 
edge of the Black Hills between Sundance and Moorcroft 
off Interstate 90 on exit 165 in Crook County.

The state park features plenty of water-based attractions in 
the state park’s Keyhole Reservoir. The park offers swim-
ming, boating, water-skiing and fishing.

After spending time on the water, take a hike on the Key-
hole Dam Trail and view the dam that was completed in 
1952 by the United States Bureau of Reclamation and has a 
water-surface area of 13,700 acres.

Keyhole State Park is close to various parks and must-see 
attractions when visiting the area. The park is 45 minutes 
from Devils Tower, two hours from Mount Rushmore and 
Crazy Horse, and a little over an hour away from both Stur-
gis and Deadwood.

Keyhole has 300 campsites which require reservations be-
tween May 1 and September 30. Camping at Keyhole costs 
about $18 per night for Wyoming residents and includes the 
$7 day pass. For non-Wyoming residents, camping costs 
about $32 per night, with the day-pass access included.

Day-use fees and reservations are charged per vehicle. To 
reserve online, visit wyomingstateparks.reserveamerica.
com or call (877) 966-7275.

Day passes for the state park are $7 per vehicle for Wy-
oming residents and $12 per vehicle for non-Wyoming 
residents.

News Record Photos

Keyhole State Park
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MOORCROFT, WYO

Where the Old Texas Trail meets the highway.

www.WestTexasTrailMuseum.com
100 E. Weston Street, Moorcroft, WY • 307-756-9300

Open Monday through Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

• Local History 
• Largest Livestock Shipping Point in 1890’s
• FREE Admission

WEST TEXAS TRAIL MUSEUM ... MORE THAN JUST TRAIL DUST

200 N. Big Horn Ave. • 406-208-8840
Moorcroft, WY 82721 • http://giftsthrifts.com

• Antiques 
• Unique gifts & home 

decor
• Western gifts, spurs,  

bits & tack 
• Great selection of 

enamelware

One-of-a-
Kind  

Antiques!

Centrally located: 
Minutes from Keyhole Reservoir
35 miles from Devils Tower
75 miles from Deadwood, SD
120 miles from Mt. Rushmore

9 Industrial Drive • Pine Haven, WY

For reservations call 307-756-3443 or 
online: www.cedarridgerv.com

Full service hookups, 2 person cabin & pet friendly 

We will build a journey with the most perfect courses  
you can imagine - over 300 courses in Ireland! 

www.lonegoatgolftours.com  |  Buffalo WY  |  551-804-1045

The Irish Hospitality 
Begins with Us

Let Us Be Your Guide
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golf pg

Golf DESTINATIONS

Bell Nob

4600 Overdale Drive

Gillette, WY

307-685-3077

One of 
the TOP 3 public courses in the 
State

Executive

 par 3 

course
The only 

18 hole course 
in Campbell County.

1229 E. Elkhorn Dr., Wright, WY

307-464-0747

7 a.m.-9 p.m.

500 W. Hart St., Buffalo, WY

307-684-5266

Open Every Day: 

7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Photo courtesy of Durham Ranch

WRIGHT 
Wyoming

Wright Time... 

Wright Community...

Wright Now!

7835 Hwy. 59 • 307-939-1271 • www.durhambisonranch.com

OVER 2,500 BUFFALO
Summer Tours - Memorial Day Thru Labor Day

Call Gillette Visitors Center 
to Schedule your Scenic Buffalo Tour 

307-686-0040 or email buffalo@vcn.com

NATIONAL 9 INN

2 & 3 Bedroom SuiteS

KitchenetteS in all roomS

competitive WeeKly & monthly 

519 Latigo Dr.

Wright, WY

307-464-1510

Office: (307) 464-1510
Fax:(307) 464-1384

NATIONAL9@VCN.COM

Rooms Starting 
At $59.95

Check out the Wright 

Days Events Schedule on 

wrightwyoming.com.  

Bring the family!   

Wright Days is for everyone.

TO BE DETERMINED
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Keyhole Marina
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Exit 165
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To Gillette
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585

116 

113 90

180
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Photographs by Casey Oleson

Marina Hours May 19-Sept. 4
Call for current hours or check website

www.keyholemarinawyo.com
Join us for 
Outdoor  
Lakeside Dining
Friday-Sunday

Come Stay and Play at  
Keyhole Marina and Campground

180 Marina Road, Moorcroft, WY  307-756-9529
Conveniently located inside Keyhole State Park

Online reservations available at keyholemarinawyo.com

Boat rentals, bait/tackle, groceries,  

30/50 Amp camping, snacks, ice, fuel,  

spirits & beer, and fishing licenses 2023 Events & 
Keyhole Marina’s

 Rock the Dock
– Live on the Lake –
Summer concert series

May 29 - Memorial Day
June 3 - Wyoming Free Fishing DayJuly 1 - Fireworks Display - Pine 

Haven FD
July 2 - Rusty Nickels Band
July 15 - Trip Wire
July 22 - County Line Band
July 29 - Walker Williams Band

Live music from 6-10 p.m. Admission is free after paying the State Park Entrance Fee! Hot off the grill burgers, ice cold beer, and frozen margaritas are available during the performances. Bring a chair and enjoy these fun summer nights!



64 miles from Devils Tower National Monument
Durham Bison Ranch & Coal Mine Tours

Lodging, Dining & Entertainment
Historic Downtown

Recharge 
your spirit.


